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17 July 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
It is with a heavy heart that I write to acknowledge the end of this school year. It has been a year unlike any other 
that we have ever faced in school, and while I am grateful that we have not, within our community, experienced 
some of the very tragic circumstances witnessed elsewhere, I am very aware that for many in our school community 
the pandemic has bought anxiety, worries, stresses and hardship that were unimaginable prior to the closure of 
school in March. 
 
It has been lovely to have the opportunity to see many of the children returning in prioritized year group bubbles 
or for re-connection visits and we now look forward to welcoming all children back, albeit in rather strange 
circumstances, in September. In the meantime, I would like to say thank you to you all for the fortitude you have 
shown in taking on the demands of home learning alongside all the other obligations you have faced in lockdown and 
for the support and generosity through kind words and gifts that many of you have shown us here in school.  
 
It has been particularly difficult to say goodbye to our Year 6 class this week.  Mia, Liam, Harley, Ethan, James, 
Ronak, Sammie, Abi, Rhys, George, Isla, Herbie, Isabel, Erin, Alice, Emily T, Jacob, Lily, Sam, Zoe LeF, Daniel, Amy, 
Harry, Naomi, Zoe L, Libby, Emily F, Imogen, Oscar and Lucas we are so proud of you! Saying goodbye is especially 
hard as we recognize that along with the children we are also saying farewell to many families who have a long 
history with North Leigh and we are having to send them on their way with only ‘virtual’ hugs. I do have to say how 
inspired we have been by our Year 6 children on their return, as they have demonstrated so perfectly how to be 
gracious in the face of things you can’t change, whilst remaining enthusiastic and positive about the opportunities 
you do have. We will miss them all and our thoughts and best wishes go with them and their families as they move on 
to new adventures. Do stay in touch and let us know how you get on.  We are also saying goodbye to Addison, Freya 
and Jack who are moving to new schools in September. 
 
And finally I would like to record here my continued gratitude to the amazing team I have the honor of leading at 
North Leigh as well as my Governors; their flexibility, fortitude and generosity of spirit have enabled us to re-
invent school through several cycles of Government guidance, stay connected and supportive of families and 
children’s learning throughout and ensure an effective plan for the wellbeing and learning of our children moving 
forwards through this crisis. Thank you all. 
 
I wish our very special North Leigh family – children, families, staff and Governors a peaceful and rejuvenating 
summer and very much look forward to more direct contact with you all in September! 
 
Stay safe. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Deborah Seccull  
Headteacher 


